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.-\ltl~ougl~ traditionally t~l~l'r~wated i l l  I~istoric~grapl~y. I-olorrial . . 
socnrt:t~vr I ~ l ~ c t l  a siglrilicirnt ride i t 1  Eurc~l)e;t~l mi~dt:rr~iz;~tiolt. 
111 lart. irlrp~ialism or ' - t h  prac.tice. thrtiry, and tht. attitudt.- of 
a dotnir~atirtg ~r~e~rol~oli tart  twrter nrlirtg a clistatrt territor?." artcl 
colo~rialis~rr '-. . . wlridr is ~ I I I I I I A  al\v:~ys :I C ~ I I S I V ~ I I I ~ I I I : ~ ~  ot' 
iml~~~ria l i s~l t  . . . tlrr i i r r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n t i r ~ g  01' s~~ttIt:r~rents otr ~Iistartt 
trrritory."' can lit, t l ~ . l i r r c . t l  i r r  the c.orrtt~t ol' trro~lt!rrlit~. 
Hegilrtrir~~ i r r  the R~.rrai.-~nrwt!. nlutlernit, is i~~c:strical~l! lir~lietl 
to the. ac.ti\.th cmstructiorr 01' h r o l ) c a n  icht i ty  i l l  relatiorr to 1111. 

Tht* c.apitali-t rtreta~rarrative of' dt=vc~lol~~rrt~trt evolved alortcsitlt. 

I I I I I I I ~ I I I  IIrogrv>3. nrockrrrization. tv.ortowit- ~ r o \ &  tc~c.lrlrologi- 
ral i r~t~o\a t io l~ .  rlmral Iwttc~rrnent. irrrpro\t~tl I)ublir htealtl~. arttl 
h 0  0 1 1 .  

'I'hr totalizing pra\i, ol' tlt.\elopmrn~ at41ic~vcd its rnwl ~ ~ c ~ t c ~ r t  
l'orrrr i n  the t.ra lollowirtg decolonization. It was itnr~lt.lrwl~tt.ti 

I)t~vc.lol~rt~t~r~t I-ontri11111vtl t o  ~~a r t i a l  -oc-ic~t~t~c~r~o~~rir  SIII.IY..-- i r r  a 
l'ew I ~ ~ ~ l ~ l i ~ . i z e c l  c.asca l ikv  (:l~arla i r t  t l r t .  101H13. ant1 I\orc-,t i r ~  tlte 
1000-. 111 tl~t-e rases. ~ I I V  iriduatrializatiol~ c.xperient.c* dill;*rcd 
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I)rocl~lctio~l of separate* I + O I I I ~ I I I I - I I I . ~  i+ d i s ~ ~ ~ : r w ~ I  o w r  the global 
inclustrial  letw work ~lntl i i ~ : l ~ ~ l ~ l y  is ollly the h a 1  ~ I I B S C  i l l  3 

series of spatially a d  t~wlp~ra l ly  cIisr~~l~t~!tl I K I I C ~ S S C ~ .  n d i e  the 
I I I W  tec~l~rlolugie* l~igltly attractivv I I I  11-ss irltl~~strializetl socie- 
tirs. Tllrough tl!e I~;ua~l~~si~: ; r l  Ilatllrc: 01' plol~alizatio~l, thc s m ~ e  . . 
f b r c : ~ ~  dlat create I I I I W ~  ttv:ll I I O ~ I I ~ I I Y  I I I  ; ~ ~ l v ; r r i ~ ~ d  irld~~slrial 
socit!ti~:s ( ~ I I ~ ~ I J ~ ~ I I ~ ,  h t  1101 1 i 1 1 1 i t t d  to t h  ;~vailal~ilily 01' ~ h ~ i p  
Ia1)or and tilt! I:~~SII:III:V ol' I'or~:igll l~~ark~?ts) .  11ia1w t l ~ e ~ n  
relatively ac:ccssilllt* to otllctr sc~c:ic.ti~:s. 

7'11is for111 of ir~tlu>trializatio~~ - acwlrratcttl iliclustrializatio~~. is 
radically diffrrtmt fro111 l)rc.vio~lr li1rr11s i l l  its c.liaracteri?;tic 
spc1!11 (the time periotl I ~ ~ I I W I ~ I I  cwlc:rption. protluc:tion, alid 
delivrry ol' goods ant1 s t w h . s  11si11,n tllvsr tec11noIo~i1~s) and 
evolutior~ary 1io11-linearity. Ihwa~rsr of its non-iequerltial ria- 
ture. ac.c:vlr.ratrd i~idustr.ializatiorl ir cast in a ~legative ligllt. It is 

lailbw:~p. I I . ~ I ~  to tlcwril~c. tl1i.s I I ~ O I V : ~ . ~ .  ( ~ w ~ ~ l ~ r u ~ r d  irldlrstrinli- 
;otiorr. I~nrti~*il,ate* i l l  a . s c l t ' - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ . r r l ~ i l ~ i ~ ~ ( r  project. 

Rly 1r1ai11 iuterest in t11is 11alll:r i +  1111. ~~otcwtial recn~~hti tutiw 
role of acc.141vatrtl i~rtlu+tri~liz,~tic,rl i l l  pit-al~artllcitl South 
Africa. 1 would argucb tllat ar~alo;ric&> vall I)r clraun Iwt\+een 
So~ltll Africa. C I ~ .  Ilarlgla~lrrl~, and other rocicties that 
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Resl~~tializatio~i, a r14at1:tl c:oncept. tal\va the discu~siorr ol' 
recorlstitutior~ olie step li~rtl~rr. This c:or~c:c~l~t has its roots i l l  tllr 

T l~ i*  i +  the irlhrritcd c~orr~litiorr of Sou111 .\lrican ritic.2 i l l  the 
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IillC: (.arc: s t ~ ~ t l y  of' accelerated i~rdustrializatio~i aa a reconstiiu- 
live s t ra t rg .  

\\;~isclcss c:t~rrririr~i~icatic~rs is characterized as one of tllr rerent 
Ii.g/~/~c:r~ig/i/ t~:c:l~~~ologic-s tliat require r~~inirnal or sqfi iiiI'rastr.rrc.- 
turc. I t  belorigs tu the larger group ol' ucivar~c:cd ~ec:l~ilolo;ric.s 
solneti1nt.s ~~el'erred to as I~lformatiori C o ~ ~ i i i ~ r ~ ~ l i c a t i o ~ i  ?'echnul- 
ogiw (ICTs). Conventior~al diswrirsc or1 t l ~ c t  cvolutiorl a i d  role 
of ICT ill global capitalist society. c:or~c:c?~~tualizc~~ it in relatioi~ 
to the post-iiiclustrial shifi to service-buscd economies in which 
thc! hyirrg. sc:llirlg. and Inanagement of' iiltbr~natiorr 11;rve 
supl)laiiteci traclitiolial capitalist proiiuctio~~ arld r~lar~ufactu~.i~~g. 

Tlw a(:t:laii~~td rt!volutionaiy nature of ICT has inspired 
I ? X ~ C I I S ~ \ ~  (:ross-(fi~(:il~liila~)' clchate. and earnest c~oi~sideratioli 
i l l  I I I I I S ~  licltls 01' praxis fro111 the banal to the esoteric. In 
p~nrr;il. tIrt:st: (lialecti~s tend to h r u s  on the sperilic Iiature of 
t l ~ t -  pcrso~ial coirrputer. the world \tide \veb. and their rolr i l l  

c:orltcwlporary lik. This te~icle~rr!; is also prevalent in the q~at ia l  
tiiacipli~~es where the emphasis on the persorlal cornlmter 
1)recipitatt.ly closes alterr~atr discursive avenues and blirds 
c.ritit.s a r r d  practitioners to alternate forms and eflects of ICT. 

Tlw aciver~t ol' wirc!less teclmtrlog~ an a ~najor industrial s t r a fe3  
i r l  Soutll Mrira is a post-apartheid p l ~ e n o ~ r ~ e r ~ o n .  Priwtiza~ior~ 
arltl tllc operrir~g up of tlle South -African t~or lo i r~y  for 
i ~ i v ~ s t ~ l ~ e n t  allowed accelerated industrialization to occur irr the 
local teleco~~i~ill~~licatio~ls industry. This process was supported 

the policy-~~~aiiing sector l~ecause of' the poter~tial for 
eronolnit: growth with I I I ~ I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I ~  relative public. investment. 
Tlic ~ O V C : ~ I I I I I I : I I ~  also played arl iwportant role I)y rt:l;~r~rir~latirig 
riatiorlal telec:oir~rr~~inicatiorls policy in the late apartllcd a d  
early pst-apartlleitl periods. More recently. tlw South .-\Sricari 
govorrlrllent has taken measures such as tlw ctatal~lislir~ictr~t of a 
II'III'I-c~s(II ,Scn+~, whose pr i r~cipl  goal i i  to t~xtt:r~rl tcl~:c:o~nriiu- 
nit:ations ~ ~ r t ~ v o r l i s  to disaclvi~~~tagetl areas. 

Cellular trlephone.; ha\ I* I~r rome the perso~ial colllmu~~ications 
tlc\ic.c. ol t ~ l r o i ~ . ~ ~  lor South Alricarrs since thi. demise of' 
apartl~c-id. Glot~al Syste~r~ fbr hlobile C o ~ r ~ r r ~ ~ l r ~ i c * a ~ i o ~ ~ s  ((;S?I) is 
arl alirlo5t urliversal. ronsta~rtly evolving ~ ~ l a t h r r l ~  for \rirrlesf 
ro~rl~rlur~icatiorls. ( h e r  10 rrrillior~ people arc. G S l l  sul~srril)er- 
ill lf'rica. This rcpreser~t+ appo \ ima t~ ly  1 prrt-twl ol the total 
~ ~ o p l a t i o i ~  of' t l ~ v  I - O I I ~ ~ I I ~ I I ~ .  60 perwilt ol' I h ~ a e  r~ll~scri l)rrs  a r r  
in one country-South AIri~a.~" In addition. South .Griva lloasts 
one of the higliert autonlobile accicler~t rates i n  t l ~ c .  world. 2.5 

. . Despite tliesr negative as+oc~at~ons. cellular telephorrw are 
contriLuting to r e c o ~ d t u t i o ~ i  in South ,Afric.a. ' l ' l ~ t ~  ~ i ~ i n i i ~ i a l  
infrastr11rtlm1 rerjuireinents ol cellular telephone technoloq 
facilitate the speedy. rcwreclircl distribution of sen.ict.5 and 
infbmlation. The r$i17t1~1tii.~ nction p r o p n l  initiatt.d 11y 
\ orlacorn, Soutli Mrira's 1argc.t c.ellula~ tc4cpl1one 8ervice 
providc~r. is a11 i l l ~ ~ ~ t r a t i \ v  wse. 
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t111, ~ O I I ~ I I I I I ~ ~ ~ I !  ~ ~ a w  3 \t.stcd intcw3t in 1111. w c ~ c i s  01' llic 
11110nc410p. ~Id~litio~iall!. tlir l o c d o ~ i a l  ir~lportance ol' the 
I'llor~c.-hq~. a. allude11 to in the htrirture that tlir Pllo~~c.shop 

itl~.al sites a1111 contests. i i p i f i .  1111. rcv:opitiorl of the. inlwrcwt 
sp;~~i;ility : I I I I I  11ositiw ~111twtia1 of t l~ is  tecl~~~olopical  iuitiative. 
A 11111lti~11ic-r (.1'1;.1*t has 11wr1 olmmwl i r i  P l i o ~ ~ c ~ s l l o ~ ~  nc.igl~ltor- 
I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ .  Satcbllitc. SM\llli tlevelop a r t ~ u ~ i d  I ' l~ t~~~t t i l~ops .  t~ll.~iilig 

, . 
5ovict). I l~us. certain aspect  of the i n f o r ~ l ~ d  ecorlolny are 

. . 
owurrlng 111 :I vam11111. 111 %rial E ~ n p o w c r ~ ~ ~ e n t  tlirougl~ 
(:o~r~r~luility St*tworki." :Van arid \lic*liclle Sllaw point o l ~ t  that 
ii(lva11~ed i~~l 'onnatior~ I I : I - I I I I O ~ O ~ ~ I ~ ~ .  alwc:ilic:ally, digital ~ I ~ I I I I ~ I I I -  
~~icat ion networks a d  s!.ateu~s of data c.ollwtior~. storaps. and 
ar~alysis: arcb approac.l~cd f r o r ~ ~  the point ol' viru  ol' dl,. 
1~o11surnptiu11 of goods a1111 sewicva. Inforr~~atiol~ tc~c:Iillolo~y is 
rarvly ~ o r i r q ~ ~ ~ ~ i l l i ~ e d  i r ~  11-rms ol' ~~rocluctiorl I)y thv IISIY. 'l'l~is 
alq~roach 3c.vcdy l imi t  tile applic*al)ilih of irlfbnnatio11 tech- 
11111ogy l;)r lowor inco~lw c -o~~l l l l~ l~~ i t i t~ r .  The Stlaw-s a r g u ~ ~ r r n t  is 
a l ~ l ~ l i c d ~ l ~ - .  allwit Icss so. (11 w i r t h s  trrli~iology. It ruisv.i the 
hrr~tlainental cluestioi~s 01' releva~wc. and ac-c.c~~ril~ility of I (  :I' for 
~vw~c~rnicdly .  1ditic.ally. a11d soc.ioll! disadva~~taged groups. 'l'o 
(lvsrril~t. 1111. l ) r ~ l d ~ w  >lw(:in~:tly - ;i(:(:es to I(:T is a cwllceni. 
I I I I I  I I I I W  provisio~~ ol' :IIY!I!SS i3 11ot the S O ~ I I I ~ I I I I .  (>tlt>sti~ws of 
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trainiug l)roprall1 t t ~  210 i ' t ~ o r ~ c ~ l ~ o p  opm~tor s  i n  (hp? TII\VII . .  . 
a d  Car~tcwg i r ~  2OOO. 'l'lrc: Ilrograrrl offered ir~tc:r~sivt~ tra~nlng In 
rcrortl k w p i ~ ~ g .  I::IS~I r~~arragcwient. ~ ~ i a r k e t i ~ ~ g .  I I ~ ; I I I I I ~ I I ~ .  Ixsi- 
ness I ' ~ ~ I I I I I I I I I ~ I : ~ I ~ I I I I .  and Coliipt~tt~r skills.lb ' I ' l ~ i h  (:ollal~orati\v 
initiative is rc:lwc:sc.~~tatiw ol' an  atterrqlt to 1 1 1 0 1 ~  I I I ~ I I I ~  the 

I A e  it* 5011th !\lric-a~i co~~n te rp r t - .  Gra~rwm Ilar~h \\a> able to 
i~nple~i~c.r~t  thi- prograrll 1, operating az a I ' ~ I I I I I I ~ * ~ C ' ~ ; I I  el1tt.r- 
p ice  that pro\itlv> >twic.e to l ~ t l l  highl! ~~rolital)le. and 1ec.a 
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I I I  c.vdluatirrg the positiie potential of ICTs in postcolottial 
sorirties. it may be useful to briefly lool\ at tlic i ~ - ~ t r s  r~aiscvl II! 
;~tlvar~ced tech~iologieb in post-irrtlustlial wc.ic.t> and tlre . . 
postnietropolis. In Europc arid North A~rwrira. ICTs art* ratstrig 
spatial and envirotitnrrrtal rorwcrns. ' h e  triost critical questions 
Itavca 10 do witlt the need for ICT reprlation. the un-inhabitalril- 
ity arid social value of virtual space. arid tlre acstlwtic arid 
er~virotrtr~cw~al impact of cellular phone towers and other 
p,~rapltrrnalia on the urban and z~ll~urhati landsrap.  Otl~(.r 
c-oncerna ir~clucle the question 01' \vhrtIicr or not lCTs arc 
complicit with the cotitinurd tlisctrr~t~cc~tiot~ 01 the i r t r l i \  itlt~al 
iron1 the life of rlre s/rwf. TllL corlcerrl is r14r.ctrd i l l  a Abro 
lirb~lriist tlesire to rr-lirrd los~  cwnmunit) and recreatr the 
nrbnrr r*illagc tl~rouglt advanc-etl tecll~~nlogies. IIowever the 
i~rsufficient nature of th is  approac-11 iz rrcogriizctl atrrl tIr~*ro is 
some arlanowledgctrt~~tit that 1(:1' poses a greater philosopl~ical 
~ I ~ I J I I I C I I I  h ~ r  contemporaq- soriety. In the \+ords of h1. Christine 
Kr~ycsr. "'l'elecornrnuniratiotis are being ordiestrated by inter cst- 
-pwitic rt~arltet niches at the eupr rw of more g r ~ i ~ r a l i z c ~ ~ l  
cwritr~entaly. and their former collectivr nature is Iwing i'urtltc~ 
eroded by ronuiiercializatiar~ a r d  eorl~oratv coritrol."lu 'I'l~us, 
Boyer calls I'or thr  intc*rjt.ctior~ of a criticd social agrrtda in the 
car~cvptualizatiot~ and imple~nentation oi' ad\anced tecli~~olo- . . 
p e s  111 advancrd capitalist. post-itrcl~~st~hl s3:i~ty. 
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